
   Right now I am experienc-
ing a reality check. Because 
we are in effect a huge      
extended family, I want to 
share that reality with you. 

   Last spring, I did not know 
if Sprucelands was ‘a go’    
for the summer. With the 
economy challenging us all, 
registrations were down about 
25%, and yet I plugged along 
knowing that somehow we 
would work miracles with 
each other, and we did. 

   The summer program came 
together, moved forward with 
energy and enthusiasm and 
then we said our goodbyes   
on a high note. Friendships 
strengthened. Riding and 
horse skills expanded. Camp-
ers self confidence grew as 
they became effective leaders. 
We made a positive differ-
ence to each other. I am so 
happy we worked the Dr. 
Seuss theme. Looking back, 
our memories will support us 
across the year. 
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Early Bird Specials now available. Check out the enclosed registration form. Discounts 
on camp tuition aim to make the cost of camp easier for you. With a $200 deposit and a 
completed camp registration form, you lock in the current discounted price of camp.  
Final tuition payments - due after January 2010 or April 2010 - will reflect your           
discounted rate. So register today. Save your space...and pay less. 

Please note: You can pay in full and receive a bigger discount off   

each week of tuition.�
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   My reality is that lower 
summer registrations sacri-
ficed profit that carries camp 
through the winter. In addi-
tion, instead of the regular 
eight riding clinics this fall, 
we only have three. Even the 
Girl Scouts are struggling.  

   But Sprucelands needs 
$4000 a month in cash flow 
to meet expenses. I bring      
in approximately $3000       
between working at a local 
Elementary School as a 
school counselor and teach-
ing riding lessons along with 
running weekend clinics, 
taking out trail rides, selling 
photos and making DVDs. 

   Every minute of my time     
is committed to keeping 
Sprucelands alive and well. 
For marketing purposes, I 
maintain the website and 
write the camp blog. At the 
same time, I keep up with a 
small internet store and man-
age a website and blog for 
my photography. 

   I share this with you because 
with this awareness there are 
things you can perhaps do to 
help Sprucelands over the off      
season hump. 

   I’m working hard to think 
outside the box and would love 
for you to participate in doing 
the same. You will read about 
new ideas to stimulate income 
inside this newsletter. 

   If you have innovative cash 
flow suggestions, please share 
them with me as possibility 
thinking. This is an exciting 
time because it pulls us             
together and our brainstorming 
gives me new strength.  

   Ideas have already been gen-
erated by camper parents.  You 
will read about them in the arti-
cle ‘What you can do to help 
Sprucelands’. So with enthusi-
asm and optimism for a terrific 
2010, I invite you to think about 
what you can do to invest in our 
terrific Sprucelands. �
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   Thank you for loving our 
camp blog. Your feedback has 
been wonderful.  

   Initially, I planned to make 
a diary of camp so camper 
parents could be included in 
what was happening during 
camp sessions.  

   At the same time, campers 
coming into camp or campers 
who went home would enjoy 
the fun.  With short written 
pieces and photos, you experi-
ence the routines, programs, 

philosophy, struggles and 
successes.  Sounds as though 
you appreciated the window 
into Sprucelands that the blog 
created.  

   Since so many of you have 
asked that the blog continue 
after camp, I will do what I 
can to create news for you. 
For something new and dif-
ferent this year, I am posting 
an occasional photo that will 
require your sense of humor 
and creative thinking because 

I’m asking for captions to 
accompany the photos. We 
will do a contest every other 
week or so. Should be fun. 

   The blog has become a 
helpful marketing tool. You 
can help Eileen recruit new 
campers if you encourage 
prospective campers and their 
parents to look over the blog 
from summer camp 2009.  

   From time to time, Eileen 
may also get news out to you 
that is important for you to 
know. So stay in touch with 
the blog. It is a conversational 
tool as well as an expansion 
of these newsletters.   

   Spots are already filling so 
don’t wait too long. You’ll 
want to claim your session.  

   Register prior to October 
15th and benefit from a     
$10/wk discount. Pay in full, 
and get a $20/wk break in 
your tuition.  

   Training will begin at the 
start of February either 
through the mail or across    
the internet.  

   This is the time for you to 
claim your CIT space. If you 
are interested in becoming a 
solid leader, then this is the 
program for you.  

   I’ve discovered many CITs 
develop leadership skills that 
benefit them in school and 
even work situations. It is a 
training that teaches you to 
handle about anything, liter-
ally anything. You learn to 
think on your feet while you 
supervise, run programs and 
become teachers.  
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Counselors in 
Training 

Unique Caring All Year Long 
  Often I pause 
to recall our 
spirit in the 
summer. There 
is something 
very special 
about the unity 
and together-
ness we share.        

   In Challenge 
groups on Sunday morning 
and Vespers on Sunday night, 
we gathered to connect with a 
unique caring that I hope will 
support you year round, espe-
cially as you deal with school 
project deadlines and study 
expectations.  

   I am proud to know you    
and applaud the person you 
are. Thank you for taking  
initiative across the summer. 
Bravo! Remember it’s what’s 
inside that counts. Keep your-
self balanced, reach responsi-
bly for the stars, and spread 
the Sprucelands spirit wher-
ever you might go. Together 
we are making a difference. 
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We are 
one of 
the few 
riding 
camps 
that 
main-
tains a 
safe, 
sane, 
trained string of horses year 
round so they are depend-
able partners in teaching you 
campers in the summertime.  
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There are a few horses up 
for lease should you be 
interested. Kokomo,    
Sunrise, Madge, and 
Scribbles are available. 
Let me know whether this 
is an option for you and I’ll 
discuss the details of our 
Winter Lease Program. 

I have 27 horses here yet. 
Too many for the winter. 
We normally keep around 
23 to use in lessons and 
clinics.  



Eileen has Written a Book 
   I’ve always said it    
is okay to brag about 
yourself, especially 
when you accomplish a  
goal. Well, I’ve done 
just that. I’ve published 
my first little book that 
showcases photos from 
camp this summer and 

shares what I see through my lens as the beauty and joy of 
connection.  

   You know I often speak about connecting with each other 
and connecting with your horse. This book is a window into 
connections campers make with each other, staff, horses, 
life lessons and their own self.  My book celebrates those 
inspirational moments: Connection Gives Us Strength. 

   This is an ageless book with an ageless message because 
whether you are a horse owner or not, you will discover the 
joy and satisfaction that comes from connecting to what you 
love, no matter what that is. 

   Lizzie and Alison will be happy to know that Bonnie is on 
the cover. She has been a presence in our barn for so long 
that she commands formal recognition for her wisdom. 
Bonnie is one lovely lady.  

   This is a tenderly written book that is receiving positive 
reviews from those who read it. “If you love camp, then this 

is a treasure,” said one reader. 
Lorie Kibler said, “I love it. I 
want one!”  Amy Vanderwater 
teaches writing and she said, “I 
just love this. It’s so beautiful.” 
When my Tom read it, he closed 
the cover, looked at me and said, 
“I feel a bit misty. This is so well 
written. I love how you end it.” 

   You will enjoy sitting down 
with a cup of tea to read through 
this dream come true. It will 
make you think and smile, even 
chuckle. Perhaps you’ll feel a bit 
moved by the message and when 
you close the book you’ll sigh 
and realize you just connected 
with something special. 

   Proudly, I offer this book to 
you. Go to www.blurb.com and 
type - Connection Gives Us 
Strength - in the Search button. It 
will take you to where you make 
your purchase. Once you’ve read 
my story, let me know what you 
think because your feedback is 
important to me. 

guarantees that you will        
remember your precious camp 
memories year round.  

   What is super is not only the 
fact that campers are featured 
in large photos, but they also 
sneak into the calendar dates 

   We’re all joining together to 
let you know that Sprucelands 
now has an awesome  11 x 17 
wall calendar available for 
your purchase. Great as a gift 
for birthdays, Christmas or 
Hanukah, this calendar         

as thumbnails reminding you 
of events we shared during 
camp this summer. 

   This calendar was inspired 
by camper moms with outside 
the box ideas for generating 
cash flow. Perfect for your 
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bedroom, office, kitchen or den, 
this is a must have.  

   The cost is $25 which includes 
shipping and handling no matter 
where you are. You can send 
payment to Eileen directly or use 
paypal on the website. Thanks. 
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1316 Pit Road, P.O. Box 54 
Java Center, New York 14082 
585 457 4150 ~ spruceland@aol.com 
spruceland@gmail.com ~ www.sprucelands.com 

���Since many of us are brainstorming cash flow ideas for Sprucelands, we have 
generated a list that you might look over. See if there is anything you can boost 
our cash flow between October and March. 

· Register for camp with $200 deposit - September discounts extended to 10/15�

· Register for camp with payment in full and take $50 off each week of camp - 
This discount is also active until October 15th.�

· Lease a horse (Kokomo, Madge, Scribbles, and Sunrise available for outside 
leasing - or ask about our ‘in barn’ leasing program - this is new!)�

· Come for a trail ride or riding lesson (October trail rides are beautiful)�

· Book a weekend riding clinic for the spring�

· Send us old cell phones and empty ink jet or laser cartridges (we are going 
green and in the process getting reimbursed for collecting these items)�

· Purchase Eileen’s book: Connection Gives Us Strength. (Available at 
www.blurb.com - type the name of the book at the ‘Search’ button)�

· Purchase wall Calendar for January-December 2010 Cost $25 �

· Pay your 2009 store account if you haven’t already done so�

· Sponsor a horse - Help with feeding costs - Send in $25 for a month and   
Eileen will make sure you get photos of the horse you are sponsoring to be 
used in Facebook or for adding to your own scrapbook�

· Purchase DVDs from your camp session if you haven’t already done so or 
purchase a CD of photos that include you. DVD $20; CD of photos - $30�

· Purchase your favorite photo from Eileen - It will be matted and ready for you 
to frame. Cost $30 for an 8 x 10; $25 for 6 x 9 or $20 for 5 x 7.�

· Save us the expense of replacing broken or lost halters. Buy a halter or send 
us a used halter and donate it to a horse. I will gladly take the horse’s photo 
wearing the new halter and send you the picture.�

· Attend a Christmas Reunion the first weekend in December. Cost to Clinic 
Helpers $60. Cost to non-clinic helpers $100. You need to arrange transport.�

· Recruit friends and family for the 2010 summer camp program and encourage 
them to register soon. They will benefit from the discounts in place and their 
registration will add to our cash flow. �

  So you have possible ideas for helping us out here at camp. If you have              
additional, creative ideas, let Eileen know. Meanwhile, dealing with our reality is 
the current challenge. See what you can do. You will benefit in some way from 
every investment you make. Remember: I am here to serve you and keep Spruce-
lands spirit alive. It’s quite simple. I need your help.  I believe we can do this      
together. �

...campers are already registering for 2010? 
Gabi Egger, Rosalie Goldberg and Erica    
Mezzasalma have just recently signed up for 
the CIT training program. Erica will be with 
us for six weeks. Alex Ridley and Alyssa 
Woodward are two new campers from            
Georgia. If you see them on Facebook, get        
acquainted. I may be putting them in touch 
with some of you or you in touch with them. 
They are excited to be joining our Accelerated 
Horsemaster program.  

...Lightning, Ellie and Bugler are still here? It 
looks as if Lightning is donated to the Spruce-
lands program. Ellie graveled and so has been 
nursing a sore foot. Actually, I should say 
Lorie has been nursing Ellie’s foot. Ellie and 
Thunder have become best friends. Now Ellie 
screams every time Thunder goes to work!                                                             

...Bugler is Courtney James’s favorite horse. 
Courtney has helped with weekend clinics and 
she comes for regular lessons.  

...Kokomo, Marea, Audi, Mikey and Ozzy win 
the prize for best hair design in the burdock-o-
rama? That is an ongoing event through the 
fall. Anytime you want to join daily de-
burdocking sessions, let us know. We’ll fit 
you in. Lorie and I would be happy to have 
your expertise. 

...Stacey saw another big beaver in our lake? I 
hope he moves on to bluer waters. We had 
coyote in the pasture last week. Lorie’s hus-
band, Mike, scared them away with his rifle. 

...Jane Braun and Taylor Dailey may become 
Counselors in the 2010 summer? Seems they 
would be a positive addition to our staff. I 
know they have actively participated in our 
CIT leadership program and so are ready to 
move into putting their skills to work.  

...after camp was over we had 23 days with no 
rain? Can you believe it? Just yesterday we 
started rain again. Takes me back to summer. 

...Ann Marie West and her daughter Bria have 
returned for lessons across September? It has 
been fun teaching them. Ann Marie rode Ozzy 
yesterday and did better than on Boomer.  
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GET YOURSELF PUBLISHED: 
WRITE an article for our newsletter. We will publish you, 
especially if your article is about experiences from summer 
camp. This is an opportunity for you to share with others 
your positive thoughts and feelings about Sprucelands. 
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