Our 2008 camping season
is looking good. Hallelujah!
You have been sending in
your camp registrations,
and gradually spaces are
disappearing. The second
session is two-thirds filled.
What a good feeling to know
we are moving forward.

| applaud you all for the
positive response to our
December newsletter. We are
indeed working hard to keep
this program alive. With its
positive outlook, leadership
options, and non-competitive,
family-oriented approach to
being kids, having fun and
learning about horses, there
is something for everyone.

Campers are registering
from across international
boundaries. We have a
camper coming from Spain,
another from France, and still
another from Canada. That's
S0 awesome because their
being here enriches the

Many of you have enjoyed
phone calls from Elizabeth,
Norm or Lia Teck from
Rochester, NY. With their
enthusiasm for Sprucelands,
they bond with you instantly
and over the phone walk you
through our summer camp
experience.

Sprucelands experi-
ence in a ways that
are priceless. The
kids build and often
maintain global rela
tionships, certainly a
huge step toward
healing peace in thg
world.

At the same time,

campers from acros
the States add to and

spice up our cultural
exchanges. Quite soon into
their experience campers
learn the commonality of how
everyone encounters similar
developmental crises but ex-
presses themselves with a
unigue and different accent.

On another note, my heart
goes out to folks who have
been dealing with challenging
weather. From tornadoes and
floods to snow storms and
forest fires, Old Man Winter
has thrown us curves that
are both unpredictable and

Fact is, the Teck family
offered a hand with this
year's marketing, appreciat-
ing that Eileen balances her
full-time school counselor job
with recruiting campers/staff,
writing newsletters, maintain-
ing the blog and website,
teaching riding lessons,

horrifying. We pray now
for a beautiful spring filled
with singing birds, muddy
horses, and the promise of
a warm summer.

Please register if you have
not done so. Spread the word
about Sprucelands to friends
and family so we fill every
space. We are a camp
determined to survive this
economic crunch because w
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are a team working together [Sas

Kids and learning are our
priority.

managing staff and horses,
bills and program.

The Teck family has been
supportive and kind, bringing
their business expertise and
genuine caring into their
connections with you.

We add the Tecks to the

existing long list of heroes
who breathe life into Spruce-
lands from year to year and
keep her alive. How fortunate
we are to be a strong camp
family. This is after all the
73rd year of Sprucelands.
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...Bradley, Dylan, Daley and
Thad are moving to Batavia,
New York? Thad will be the
superintendent of a huge golf
course there.

...Anna Kramer - Cooperstown,

NY - returns to camp and brings

her sister Maddy? Anna is also
excited about her new horse,

Nora. Sounds as though Anna is ...You can now find the newslet-
bringing Nora to camp with her.

A

Sunrise
is doing
really
well.
We've
discov-

# ered
that she
could

canter for hours!! | think Kris-
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We are very fortunate
to have Jill Fisher returning
as a guest riding instructor
this summer. When asked
to write a little introduction
about herself so you new
campers know about her,
she said, “It's a pretty tall
order for me to sum up
my experience in a few
sentences. | tend to be long-
winded, especially when it
comes to horses.”

So here is Jill's introduc-
tion. “I have been riding
about 11 years. My first
few years were of course
at Sprucelands riding the
legends General, Nick, Rose,
Pepper, Heather, and

...Katie Murphy from Pennsyl-
vania rides a horse named
Myrna and she’s progressing
with her jumping? Katie is
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Boomer to name a few.

“When | went to college
| rode on an intercollegiate
team while at Hartwick
College where | was MVP
of the team. When | moved
to Syracuse a year later to
attend Syracuse University,
| bought Alison’s horse
Kiki. | decided | wanted to
get more into horse showing
and bought a jumper and
showed her for a few years.
Then | decided to buy a
young mare, age 3. | have
had her for three years now.
When | got her, all she had
done was a little bit of
trotting under saddle at
most, and now she is

link to the newsletters on
the Camper News page of the
website.

...Victoria Astacio and Joey

proud too that she was in the pit| amastro will return as Coun-
orchestra for the school musical ge|ors in Training this sum-

Les Miz.While the music was
challenging, she loved being
part of the fun.

ters on our website? There is a
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mer? There are still CIT open-
ings in case any of you would
like to be part of the CIT team.

showing in the Pre-green
Hunters (the 3 ft.)"

Jill brings a unique
perspective to her riding
instructor role. She meshes
her Sprucelands foundation
with her broad experiences
in the competitive arena and
under expert instructors.
Now as she shares what she
knows, she is part of your
Sprucelands experience and
that is beautiful. Besides,

Jill has a spark that inspires
us all. You will love her.

[Footnote: Alison is referred
to above. Alison is our most
Senior Riding Instructor.
You will enjoy meeting

her.]

planning on coming during that
session, register today.

...Sam Wolf will return this
summer as a CIT? Sam is eager
to work with green horses, and
happy to share what he knows
with new campers.

...Zoe Fischer - Rochester, NY -
is bringing her new horse Rosie

...the second session of camp isto camp with her? Zoe is feeling

2/3 filled already? If you are
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Charlie (the barn owner, who hand cue from a distance. It's
picked her up) has been teach- pretty cool. These techniques
ing us some training methods  will also help with some of the

based on Clint Anderson's
training program. She's been
responding really well, and |

other horses, so we're happy
to share.

I'm also counting this ground

just need to keep practicing. It training on Sunrise on part of
is stuff based on leadership anc my senior project. The other
respect, ar_1d will help erase her part of my senior project in-
pushy habits. Eventually as we | des making a book for

great confidence in her riding.
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| was thinking that this would
not only help me to learn and
become a better teacher, but
also help new/future instruc-
tors at camp to become better.
| am going to include CHA
riding requirements and | can
also include some lessons and
tips to teach clinics.

Write Alie at:

tin may have mentioned this in keep working with her she
one of her e-mails, but we have could be able to back up, or
been working on ground work. move to the side with only a

riding instructors on teaching
techniques and riding position.

Appaloosaall193@aol.com
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My name is Meagan Daniel,
and | live way out west in hot
and sunny Arizona. | have
been going to Sprucelands
forever!lf | count up all of
the years, this summer | will
have been going for a whole
decade, | can't believe it! |
started going to camp when |
was just seven years old.

The first year that | went
when my mom came to pick
me up | said, "I am not ready
yet! Come back in a couple
of weeks!!" But | had to go
back home. Since then, |
have been absolutely
addicted to this place.

| have been coming back
to camp every summer. |
have lived in all of the
cabins on girls hill. | have

i
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Every Spring we get
Senior Staff together for a
brainstorming, organizational
meeting that also evaluates
the previous summer's
experience. This year we
are behind in our gathering.
We would like to meet at
camp on Saturday, May 3rd.

Please let us know if you
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Hi! My name is Katie. | am
15 years old and I live in Co-
lumbia, MD. | love horses so
much that this problem is me
in a nutshell: horses + more
horses + even more horses =
ME! Yeah.

I have been riding for
roughly 6 years. | ride once a
week. Mostly, | ride retired
thoroughbreds. My teacher is
obsessed with two-point and

been a Counselor in Training
(CIT) for two years. And this
summer i will be returning as
a counselor. | think that |

keep on coming back because - ¢
it is so much fun, the weather
is great ( not a 115 degrees) ,

)*

and dance and have a great

and | get to ride every day!

At camp, even if you are
brand new, after the first day,
you feel like a seasoned pro
and feel right at home. The
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time, and there is lot more to
do than just ride!
The best thing about camp

is that you get to make lots
of new friends, sometimes

people here are extremely from all over the country, 7 149
friendly and nice, and we are and even the world! | still
all kind of just one big fam- talk to the friends that |
ily. Another great thing about made from when | was a
Sprucelands is that whether little kid. It's great because
you have been riding horses everyone is different and has
all of your life or have never their own story to tell and I"# %
ridden at all, you still get to that makes Sprucelands a #
ride and learn something new very fun, interesting, and
each day. We like to sing diverse group! | love it here.
1,

can make it. We want you to  joining together to organize - & "
be part of the planning. this gathering. So communi-

Bring a bag lunch so we cate with eithgr_ one of us !
can talk through the day with ~ @bout your ability to come. - %

little or no interruption. If you
want to stay into the evening
and go out for dinner, that's
fine too, and totally up

to you.

Bradley and Eileen are

# /

Bradley’s email:
hortonsgirl@gmail.com.
Eileen’s email:
spruceland@gmail.com or
spruceland@aol.com. We're
excited about summer.

not swinging my leg. I love to  The picture is me and Kingsley,
jump and go fast!! a Quarter horse from Longacre$

My favorite horses at my barn €a@mp which is where | went
are Kinko, a chestnut thor- last year. | love that pony.
oughbred, and Mirage, a bay. | | am sooo0 excited about %
can gallop up one hill and keep going to Sprucelands this year. # &
my horse in control. This is my first time going to

Once spring starts | will do ~ ¢@Mp in NY alone. I like the | 55 ooking for a camp to go to.
schooling shows on Mirage. ~ Sound of Sprucelands because ifjope 1o see you in July and
I'm almost to the point where | S like Longacres but not as August. ~ Katie
can canter - no stirrups - but  competition-oriented. | found Write Katie at:
) Sprucelands in December when . .
I'm not there yet!! P horsecrazedgirl@gmail.com.

$



SPRUCELANDS CAMP

1316 Pit Rd, P.O. Box 54
Java Center, New York
14082

Phone: 585 457 4150
Email: spruceland@aol.com
spruceland@gmail.com
Website: www.sprucelands.com

Blog: http://spruceland@blogspot.comhorses for a long time, and I've known many

Anything is Possible
at Sprucelands!
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Trust. It's a hard thing to come by. It can a horse at home that | liked to ride as well, and |
be between you and a person, or even you and would be content.
an animal, but it will never get easier to find. The offseason of camp during 2006 and 2007
Ironically at Sprucelands Camp, trust comes in yas ong, and | started to wonder if | still woude
heaps and Ioao!s. | believe that the biggest trustyiding Harry, let alone enjoy it. | even started t
factor at camp is between you and your horse. get worried that we would start back at the begin-

That's even the same for me. I've been riding ning again, before he tolerated me. So when |
pulled up to camp in June of 2007, | had mixed
kinds of horses: breeds, sizes, colors and persorieelings of worry and excitement.
alities. 1 thought I had ridden everything, and | did not see Harry until the first day of camp
nothing will ever surprise me. Well, | was defi- gegpite the fact | arrived a few days before for or
nitely surprised one summer when I met Harry. entation. But when I did finally see him, | knew i

Harry is a beautiful chestnut quarter horse at my mind that not much had changed. | was still
Sprucelands, who has definitely seen a lot in hiseager to see him, and then | understatedly realized

lifetime, and he likes to run that | had a bit more this year in knowledge of

his life the wayhe wants to Harry then | did during the past summer. | remem-
live it. 1 had never really had bered now that | knew his tricks, his favorite tega
too much contact with Harry, and | knew a bit more about how to ride him. |

for he’s normally not used by knew that he looked forward to trail rides and
many campers at camp. The jumping over anything else, and how he didn't like
closest | had come to him was to be in the back of a group.

when | dumped his grain in
his bucket for morning and
dinner feeds, and that was
about it. Toleration of others
comes at a minimum from
him, and he usually prefers if

Our bond grew stronger that summer, far past
any bond I have had with any other horse. | didn’t
just tolerate Harry anymore, | loved him. | think
his own way (though if he could talk, I'm sure he
would deny it) he does more than tolerate me.

Note:

This coming summer Julie
Batelli will officially join our
Riding Instructor team at
Sprucelands. You will
enjoy knowing her.
Julie’s email:
Sunshinez08025

@yahoo.com

Consider writing an
; article for our next news-
i letter. Be a published writer. !
! We have been fortunate this i
' year to have terrific articles !
i from campers and staff. Nexﬁ
' newsletter is in April. So turn;
E on your creative juices. |
i Send your writing to Eileen at:
1
1
1
1

' spruceland@aol.com or
E spruceland@gmail.com.
i Thanks for sharing!

Happy Birthday
to all January,
v

February and

Mareh birthdays!

After my rides with him, | would spend time with
him, letting him put his head down, and letting me
) ) scratch behind his ears. My intimidation from the

During the summer of 2006 | was assigned to year hefore vanished, and I looked past the thomns.
the striking Harry, much to my shock. Atthe | saw what a handsome, energetic horse that likes
time, 1 only had eyes for the Chincoteague pony 1o spend quiet time with one person, and not be
Marea, who | had been riding for many years at crowded. | saw excitement in his eyes when he

camp. | never thought that any horse at camp  knew that he was going on a trail ride where he
would take my heart like Marea did, and I didn’t ¢4y1q pe outside of a ring.

want another ho_rse to anyway. ) The summer of 2007 went too fast. | wanted
The relationship between me and Harry did nofyore time with Harry. When | packed all of my

start out well. It was obvious that he wanted to gy tf into my dad’s car, | knew that | had to say

be near me as little as | wanted to be around hinyoodbye to my Harry. | went down to the boonies

All I kept thinking about was how | wanted to be \yhere Harry was out for the day. | called his name
with my lovely Marea, and I'm pretty sure all he g4 he looked at me.

could think about was how he wanted to be left
in peace by himself. |realize now, that | was
very intimidated by him. He was handsome and
exquisite in looks, but he had his thorns too. All
I could see was the thorns.

you stay out of his way. |
was willing to comply with his rule.

Slowly, he walked over to me, knowing that it
was him | was calling for. | stared with amaze-
ment. In the beginning of the summer, he never
would have walked to me. | entwined my fingers
. . in his short mane, and put my cheek against his

S_Iowly, our rela_tlo_nshlp got better. It wasn'ta glossy neck. He put his head down on my chest
quick one day | disliked Harry, and then the nextyng we stood there, for a while. 1 think he knew |
day I loved him. It was painfully slow. He still \,5uid not see him for some time.

got angry at me when | took him out of his stall, Reluctantly, | let go, gave him one last smile,

but soon he didn’'t mind when | groomed him
while he ate some grass. Then, he would start tgnd walljkeq baﬁk ulp to tlk(\je barr;].. ! ha(i(;o keeﬁ
perk his ears after | rode him, for he knew | al- [ﬁgnuenlq if\:\',gg the?rtd t\é)v?\l:)t bseega(;n;t:rc])ut tk:?nokri]; S:
ways had a peppermint or Smarties to give him of thgse months. We finally had trust. | truste%
afterwards. . ) y :

] him to take care of me, and he trusted me not to

Atthe end of camp in 2006, | even started t0 pyrt him and to love him. Though | have not seen

enjoy my rides with Harry, and | was a little Harry in five months, | know that our bond is still
disappointed when | knew that | wouldn't see 5 strong as when | last saw him. When | return to

him until the next summer, but | wasn’t heartbro;amp, | know that I will still adore him, and heliwi
ken to leave him. True, | did like him, but | had hopefully still feel affection for me.



