
   As many of you know from 
reading the blog, we have had 
an eventful couple of months. 
Clinics drew to a close for the 
2007 season. Beavers moved 
into our lake, felling trees and 
creating a bit of havoc.  

   Riding lessons picked up as 
trail rides wound down what 
with the opening of hunting 
season. Thanksgiving came 
with its delicious foods, fat 
turkey and family chitter-
chatter.  

   Sadness  interrupted the 
Thanksgiving holiday when 
Jenny - out on winter place-

ment - developed seizures and 
needed to be put down. She 
will be missed. I know many 
campers enjoyed her as their 
equine partner and teacher.   

   At the writing of this news-
letter, there is snow here. We 
had a school closing last week 
and now the prediction of 10 
inches of snow tomorrow.  

   Lori is working hard at the 
barn. We are still trying to sell 
some horses and find winter 
placements for others.  There 
are 24 horses here. Too many. 
Romeo and Kokomo returned 
from their fall placement fat 

and happy. Sunrise went with 
the Reindel family. And the 
dogs  - my dear friends - of 
course oversee everything, 
keeping me under watchful eye.  

   Now we ready ourselves     
for the winter holidays. It is a 
busy time. The Clinic Helper       
Reunion happened a few weeks 
ago; a wonderful way to say 
‘thanks’ for the Clinic Helpers 
hard work and enthusiasm.  

   Please keep us in your prayers 
as we keep you in ours. Always 
summer memories warm our 
hearts as we wish for peace on 
earth in the near future. 
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���The start date for camp is 
officially changed from June 
22nd to June 29th. Please note 
that important change. 

   After arranging dates for 
next summer, we learned that 
New York State schools 
would not have final exams 
behind them until the week  

of the 26th. Also, graduation 
for seniors is June 29th.  

   So please note the changes. 
Sessions will be as follows:  

8 weeks - June 29-August 23 

6 weeks - June 29-August 9; 
July 13-August 23. 

                                                

4 weeks - June 29-July 26; 
July 27-August 23. 

2 weeks - June 29-July 12; 
July 13-26; July 27-August 9; 
and August 10-23.  

   Thank you for understand-
ing. We hope this does not 
complicate your schedules.  

DATES CHANGE for 2008 
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���Early Bird Specials still available. Check out the enclosed registration form. Discounts 
on camp tuition aim to make the cost of camp easier for you. With a $200 deposit and a 
completed camp registration form, you lock in the current discounted price of camp.  
Final tuition payments - due after January 2008 or April 2008 - will reflect your           
discounted rate. So register today. Save your space...and pay less.�
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Spruce Twigs 



   We want to fill camp     
this year. We also want to 
recognize that gas prices are 
hard on everyone. So we 
have brainstormed an idea 
that may help you and will 
help us too.  

   Starting in December,      
for every new camper you    
recruit and get to register for 
next summer, we have a gift 
for you.  

   Here’s the way it works.    
Spark someone’s interest.  

Get them to register for and 
attend camp, and Sprucelands 
gives you a $100 gift card.  

   What kind of gift card you 
ask? Well, our initial thought 
is that you could earn yourself 
a $100 gas card. And if you 
recruited 5 new campers, you 
could in fact earn yourself 5 
$100 gas cards.  

   Of course, we could make 
different cards available to 
you. I will look into what is 
out there. But it seems that 

gas cards might 
ease the burden of your road 
trip to Sprucelands. These gift 
cards would be yours as   
soon as your new camper 
completes their camp time.  

   I do not know many      
summer camps who are  
thinking this creatively, but 
we want you to participate 
with us in keeping Spruce-
lands alive. And we want you 
to know that you are very       
important to us.  

   Now that everything is    
resolved, it sounds as though 
we may see Harley again in 
2008. He called over Thanks-
giving to wish us all a happy 
holiday and to tell us all that 
he has a new job.  

   This is quite an accomplish-
ment for Harley and we share 
his excitement. Good for you, 
Harley. We look forward to 
seeing you in the summer. 

   Harley has come to camp 
for years. Those of you who 
were new last summer don’t 
know Harley yet. He has  
always thought of himself    
as the King of Sprucelands.  

   Actually, Harley has been 
coming to camp for years. He 
moved from Canada to the 
states as a child to live with 
his dad in North Carolina. But 
Harley didn’t have his green 
card. So this summer, he 
stayed home and his mom 
helped him get his green card.  
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Remember 
Harley Melnick? 

   Lizzie looks great. College 
definitely agrees with her. She 
still loves Bonnie and the two 
of them are a match made in 
heaven. They communicate 
with each other with subtle-
ties unique to those who are 
truly connected. It is such fun 
to watch them together.  

Lizzie Briggs Returns 
   You will be happy to      
hear that Lizzie Briggs is   
returning in 2008 to share   
the barn manager role and 
responsibilities with our   
awesome year round barn 
manager Lori Kibler. Lizzie 
visited camp this last week-
end with Alison. They came 
to work Bonnie, and during 
their visit, Lizzie shared her 
exciting news. 

   As you may recall, Lizzie  
is in her first year at Cornell 
University. She is studying   
to be a vet and loves their 
program. However, she      
explains this college          
adventure is the hardest           
thing she has ever done.  
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fall we received a brand new 
karaoke machine. So we are 
set for next summer.  

We thank Carol for her initial 
donation and then her efforts 
after the fact. Karaoke night 
is a fun-filled evening at 
camp. So the karaoke       
machine is truly appreciated. 
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Last summer, Carol Reis 
was a Hill Parent during 
the second camp session: 
a Boomer lover. We had  
a lot of fun together. Carol 
in fact donated a new 
karaoke machine to  
Sprucelands and then  
discovered the machine 
did not work.  

After camp, Carol got busy 
and connected with those 
from whom she purchased 
the karaoke machine. This 



A New Perspective 
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   Having you folks in touch with me through 
the blog  is awesome. I am amazed at how 
easy it is to pick up our conversation. Last week I saw 
a friend I hadn’t seen since summer and immediately 
we were talking about the beaver. I had no clue how 
she knew about the beaver until I remembered the 
blog. Ah! 

   One thing I cannot communicate to you on the blog 
are the realities of today’s world. The economy is hit-
ting us all very hard, and for many what they choose 
to eliminate are the non-essentials like summer camp, 
horseback riding lessons, or scout clinics. 

   Sprucelands has always been like a huge family.  
We care about each other, and so like in a family         
I am being straight with you. I need your help.  If 
Sprucelands will survive the financial crunch of today, 
then we all need to participate in recruiting campers.  

   We are doing very well so far on campers for 2008. 
At the moment, we are ahead of where we were last 
year at this time. Many of you are returning, and I am 
thrilled. With every returning camper, registration fees 
help us meet operating expenses. 

   Recruiting new campers is a huge project. What can 
you do to spread the word and sell the program? What 
can you do to help us get the word out there? I know I 
am trying everything possible. We already have a 
camper from Spain! 

   I have evaluated our program. There is a strong  
emphasis on the work ethic, giving riders responsibil-
ity, developing independence, confidence, caring,  
resiliency, and leadership skills, all within the         
framework of horses and camp.  

   We get back to the basics. No cell phones, com-
puters, or TV. There are just simple connections with 

each other and animals, and 
those connections are price-
less. We invite everyone to 
immerse themselves in a very 
special “Anything is Possible” 
spirit and they do, with enthu-
siasm.  

   Often what happens is    
surprising because campers 
and staff blossom. They find 
themselves, accomplish 
things they never thought  
possible, and in the end,    
discover an experience that 
for them is beyond words.  

   With that perspective, if   
you have any helps for us, I 
would be appreciative. I am 
thinking outside the box with 
my incentive offer of gas 
cards. I have laminated flyers 
available for you to hang in 
your local riding stables 
should you want them. I am 
maintaining the blog and  
website as helpful marketing 
tools for you and for me.  

   Get us in front of your    
family and friends. Brochures 
can be displayed in your place 
of business. Register for 2008 
if you haven’t already, and 
enable us so we may continue 
offering growth experiences to 
your young people.  

me to participate in     
their awesome energy, 
enthusiasm and creativity.  

   Here you see my   
grandchildren: Shelby, 
Kiersten, Dylan, Daley, 
Amanda, Brady and 
Brenden. Thought I would 
share these kids with you. 
Happy Holidays! 

   Between my summer family 
at camp, students from the 
local school where I work, 
and grandchildren, my life is 
full of kids. Wow! I am one 
of the luckiest people on earth 
because kids keep me up on 
the latest fads, music, and 
expressions. They challenge 
me to stay young and  invite 
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1316 Pit Road, P.O. Box 54 
Java Center, New York 14082 
585 457 4150 ~ spruceland@aol.com 
spruceland@gmail.com 

   After I left camp, I could barely think about it without crying.   
I mean what’s not to love? I love the people, the buildings, the 
memories, and most of all, the horses. Over the years, I’ve ridden 
many of them, some of which aren’t there anymore.  

   My first year, I road Rahj and Cutie. Loved both of them,        
of course. My second memorable year, I rode Cutie and Thunder. 
Then this last year, I rode Kokomo, and Jenny. I must say,   
Thunder and Kokomo are personal favorites. They are both 
amazingly sweet and very well behaved. I was heartbroken when 
I found that I would not be able to bring Kokomo home with me 
this winter. However, my parents and I had decided it was time  
to take a step forward with my riding. 

   I have been going to the same barn for about five years,   
changing with the owners and horses. I’ve ridden many of the 
horses there and though some I didn’t love very much, I enjoyed 
the personal moments I had with them. For the past year and a 
half, I had been riding Annie, a beautiful Thoroughbred, much 
like the Annie at camp. I love her dearly, but because she was      
a school horse, a share-board was not the way to go.   

   My mom and I asked around, and found several possibilities. 
When we found that a share-board with Alyssa Olsen and her 
horse Zippos Blue Gold was possible, I was ecstatic.  Though      
I had never ridden ‘Jasper’ as the people at the barn call him, I 
was sure we would be a match. I mean, there was no way I  
would let this chance slide. So after a ride or two, I began a        
3-day a week share-board with him. 

   He is beautiful, a silvery gray with faint dapples, but        
slightly flea-bitten. As a quarter horse, he was not exactly the 
most elegant horse at the stable, but he is amazing. Though  
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GET YOURSELF PUBLISHED: 
WRITE an article for our newsletter. We will publish you, 
especially if your article is about experiences from summer 
camp. This is an opportunity for you to share with others 
your positive thoughts and feelings about Sprucelands. 
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sometimes pokey, he is a pretty mover, carries himself well, 
and jumps with his heart as well as his body. He truly shows 
me that love is infinite and though the ache from the loss of 
camp is still there, having him has lessened it.  Sometimes I 
just go into his stall, lay my head on his neck, and hold him 
close while he patiently munches on his hay.  

   His heart is amazing, and I believe he would do anything for 
me. Part of this trust is because when I was having a lesson, we 
were trotting caveletti, then a jump. As my instructor made the 
jump an oxer, he jumped amazingly, trusting me to get him 
over. When my instructor added a fake stone wall behind the 
open poles, the other horse in my lesson spooked, and refused 
several times. Jasper made it through the caveletti, then halted, 
startled. I sat back thinking he would refuse, giving him a little 
leg. In spite of his uncertainty, he gave tremendous effort and 
jumped the fence. He trusted me to get him through it, and I 
trust him.  

   Though it has only been about two months, already he is  
beginning to respond to me. It makes my heart leap with joy 
when I walk down the aisle, softly croon ‘Jasper’, and he lifts 
his head, his milky brown eyes staring calmly at me. I call to 
him again and he walks over, putting his nose to the bars of   
his stall, as if he’s trying to tell me he loves me. It amazes me. 
Though I love all the horses at camp, Jasper is beyond anything 
I’ve known. I love him, and he reminds me everyday, with the 
soft nudges for treats, the infinite effort he puts forth when I 
ride him, and the small things that show me the bond we have. 

   Just some extra information. Jasper and I have been in one 
show so far, with another on Sunday. We’ve done really well, 
coming in first, second, with two thirds. We are working a lot 
on our energy and flying lead changes, and just enjoying being 
together. I’m thinking of asking Alyssa if I can bring him to 
camp with me next year, but I am not sure how he would      
handle the camp environment. I love him to death. I hope           
that everyone is doing well.  

   Love ya’all! ~ Robyn Stewart 

������������ Received an email from our beloved 

campers Bayarik and Namarik in Kuwait. They are doing 
well. They are busy with school. They miss you and send 
their best. �


